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 Principal’s News 

We are half way through the term and I am so impressed                             
with the learning that is occurring, thanks to the dedication                           
and commitment of our wonderful staff and students. The                                   
uniqueness of Catholic schools is often taken for granted                                      
by those working in this educational system. Last week, I                                          
was reminded of the care, compassion and understanding                                         
that is part of our Catholic family, when I was hugged by a                                       
distressed carer, who reminded me of the special qualities                              
Catholic schools encapsulate. I think the quote below is what teaching or 
leading in a Catholic School is all about. 

Cherbourg Fun Run 

Thank you to all the staff and students who joined us in the Cherbourg Fun 
Run. It was a lot of fun, but I was also reminded of how unfit I am, as I 
tried to keep up with the Year 2 & 3 students. Following the run, I was very 
conscious of all the muscles in my body. Congratulations to Trent Aubrey, 
for winning the Primary Boys section and to all the students who completed 
the course.  

National Simultaneous Storytime 

At 11:00am on 24th May the school participated in National Simultaneous Storytime.    
National Simultaneous Storytime is an annual campaign that aims to encourage more 
young Australians to read and enjoy books. Now in its 17th successful year, it is a colour-
ful, vibrant, fun event that aims to promote the value of reading and literacy, using 
an Australian children's book that explores age-appropriate themes, and addresses key 
learning areas of the National Curriculum for Foundation to Year 6. 

We gathered in the library, where our Teacher Librarian, Br Tim, organised for us to take 
part in the story. We thank Br Tim for his continual promotion of literacy at  St Joseph’s 
School. 

If you don’t love what you do, then you’re not enjoying life to its fullest. For me, helping 

Prep Enrolment 

We are enrolling for Prep 2018. If you have a child, or know of a child, who will 
be attending Prep next year, we encourage you to contact the school and      
collect an enrolment package. If you would like to discuss your child’s            
attendance next year, then please make an appointment to see me. 



 

 

Principal’s News continued 

Tracey Gerrard  Acting Principal  

“If you stay closely united, you are like a tree, standing in the middle of a bushfire sweeping through the 
timber. The leaves are scorched and the tough bark is scarred and burnt; but inside the tree the sap is still 
flowing, and under the ground the roots are still strong. Like that tree, you have endured the flames, and 
you still have the power to be reborn”. (Saint John Paul II) 

What’s happening this term? 

25th May-Under 8’s day activities and All Hallows visit 
26th May-Sorry Day 
6th June-Marcellin Champagnat Liturgy 
15th June-Athletics Field Events 
16th June-Athletics Day - School Reports sent home 
20th-21st June-Parent/Teacher interviews 
21st -23rd June-St Rita’s visit and school holidays begin 

Keeping In Our Prayers 

We ask that you keep in your prayers the following families: 

Prendergasts as Bridie recovers from illness. 

Guteridges as they mourn the loss of Kevin Sn. 

Burns family and Miss Schloss as they mourn the loss of Ash’s father.  

National Reconciliation Week 

This week is from 27 May - 3 June. The week celebrates and builds on the respectful relation-
ships shared by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other Australians. We will be 
engaging in education to better understand the journey to a united Australia. 

Stomp the Gap 

On the 6th June we are having a sausage sizzle for the Kathy Freeman’s initiative to ‘Stomp the 
Gap.’ by supporting the sausage sizzle you will be helping to Stomp the Gap and help Indigenous 
students have access to equal education.  An order form to order sausages for the day will be 
sent home soon.  

Flu Season    Good Health Habits as we approach the flu season. 

Avoid close contact. 
Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them from getting sick 
too. 

Stay home when you are sick. 
If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you are sick. This will help prevent spreading your illness to others. 

Cover your mouth and nose. 

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It may prevent those around you from getting sick. (Most ex-
perts believe that flu viruses spread mainly by droplets made when people with flu cough, sneeze or talk.) 

Clean your hands. 
Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. The use of alcohol-based hand sanitizers are useful in killing germs. 

Wishing you good health as the cold weather approaches. I hope you have a wonderful week and that you find some joy.  
 



 

 

APRE News 

Under 8’s Week 

Under Eight’s Week is from the 20
th

 to the 27
th

 May 
2017. It is an event that has been proudly running in 
Queensland for over sixty years and is coordinated 
by Early Childhood Australia, Queensland Branch. 
The children from Prep to Year 2 will be involved in 
activities during the first session on Thursday 25

th
 

May. We extend a special invitation to any siblings 
who are Under 8 to join us on this day, with a parent. 
The activities will be held on the oval from 9am – 
10.30am, including a visit by a Fire Engine. Hope to 
see you there.  

Sorry Day  

This year marks a very special year in history for our first Australians. This Friday is National Sorry Day.           
This year is the 50th year since Australians voted to give the government power to make laws for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples and count them in the national census. This year also commemorates the 
High Court of Australia’s historic Mabo decision, 25 years ago. This recognised the special relationship that    
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have always had with the land.   
We extend a special welcome to Uncle Eric, Aunty Shirley, Lena Redman and All Hallows’ staff and students    
who are joining us for our liturgy on Friday.   

Farm Calendar  

Primary school aged children are invited to draw and colour a    
picture to illustrate one of the farm safety topics. The safety     
messages must include one of the following:  

Quad bikes, motorbikes and machinery 

Animal handling 

Sun safety and healthy lifestyle 

Kids on farms  

Students have the opportunity of winning $250 and their drawing published in the Farm Safety Calendar.       
Winning entries from last year and more information can be found on the website: www.worksafe.qld.gov.au        
Students can receive a template for the competition from Miss Marshall’s office. All entries must be received    
by Friday 9th June.  

Upcoming Dates 

25th May – Under 8’s Day 9am – 10.30am     
26th May – Sorry Day Liturgy 9.30am  
29th May – Year 3 Prayer Assembly  
30th May – Year 3 Castra Visit  
5th June – Prep Prayer Assembly 
6th June – Champagnat Feast Day Liturgy 9am  
6th June – Prep Castra Visit  

http://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au


 

 

APRE News continued 

Many blessings for the fortnight ahead,  

Jess Marshall    Acting Assistant Principal – Religious Education  

Pope Francis recently gave a talk at the TED International Conference. The talk focused on the key 
themes of the pope’s view of the human person: 

 we are all related and interconnected; 

 scientific and technological progress must not be disconnected from social justice and care for our 
neighbour; 

the world needs tenderness. 

His holiness proposes a society “that wishes and intends to remain at the service of the human being at 
every level,” to have its primary goal in the “good of all people and of the whole person.” 

This worldview asks us to shift our attention away from ourselves and to think of the good of others,      
literally to ask ‘what is better for us all?’. The Easter story teaches us that giving up my needs and wants 
and seeking to serve others is the way to new life. 

Pope Francis’ TED talk can be found here: https://www.ted.com/talks/
pope_francis_why_the_only_future_worth_building_includes_everyone?
utm_campaign=social&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_content=talk&utm_ter
m=global-social%20issues#t-96234  

Congratulations to Nathan Roderick and Trent Aubrey who were successful in reaching the next level of Cross 

Country trials.  Trent will compete on Tuesday 30th May at Gympie. Unfortunately,  Nathan is away, so he is 

unable to make the trials.  Congratulations  to both of these boys. 

Sports News 

Principal Position for St Joseph’s Catholic School 

The Principal position for St Joseph’s Catholic School has been advertised. Brisbane 
Catholic Education are seeking parent input regarding the qualities they would like 
to see in a future Principal. Mr Neville McDonald will be conducting a parent session 
on the 6th June from 2:20-3:00pm in the library media room. We encourage as many 
parents as possible to attend. 

https://www.ted.com/talks/pope_francis_why_the_only_future_worth_building_includes_everyone?utm_campaign=social&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_content=talk&utm_term=global-social%20issues#t-96234
https://www.ted.com/talks/pope_francis_why_the_only_future_worth_building_includes_everyone?utm_campaign=social&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_content=talk&utm_term=global-social%20issues#t-96234
https://www.ted.com/talks/pope_francis_why_the_only_future_worth_building_includes_everyone?utm_campaign=social&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_content=talk&utm_term=global-social%20issues#t-96234
https://www.ted.com/talks/pope_francis_why_the_only_future_worth_building_includes_everyone?utm_campaign=social&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_content=talk&utm_term=global-social%20issues#t-96234


 

 

Classroom Tweets 

We have been very BUSY BEES in Prep. We have 

learnt to retell stories and we shared a special day with our 
teddies when reading, “We are going on a Bear Hunt.” We    
are learning to show compassion to everyone we meet, just 
like Jesus taught us in the parable of the Good Samaritan.       
It has been lots of fun learning about 3D shapes and looking    
at objects that roll.                                                                                     
We are super excited for Under 8’s Day and our upcoming    
assembly. 

We would like to       

Welcome  Naomi Gillam 

to Prep 

In Year One we have not only been working hard on   

our writing, reading and lots of other skills.  We also got to visit Castra earlier this 

month. We enjoyed going to Castra, where we sang songs and showed off our       

colouring skills. We have also been working hard to learn our sight words. These 

words help us to read and write. Congratulations to all students who are working  

towards a goal! 



 

 

Classrooms Tweets  

Book club flyers went home yesterday. Just note that orders are due back by the 30th May.  Also 

for our new families, if you are paying by cheque, please make the cheque paya-

ble to  St. Joseph’s Murgon.  Thank you. 

Nell Guteridge  Librarian 

  Photo  Day News 

Next Monday 29th May is Photo Day. We are     

hoping to have as many students as possible in attendance on 

this very  important day. Remember: — FULL SCHOOL UNIFORM, 

including black shoes.   

    Book Club News 

Winners of the holiday reading competition are:- Harrison Robinson, Nikita Carey and Prytt 

Patel.  Great reading children.  

Allan Drummond, Author of Children’s non-fiction books, visited us and spoke 

to Years 4,5 & 6, about writing books. He encouraged them to begin writing 

now and for those who are able, to illustrate their works. 

Year 2  The past weeks in English we have been learning about Comparing texts between The Very 

Hungry Bear and The Very Cranky Bear. Students have been learning about the actions,    

feeling, descriptions and events that have happened in the texts. 

In Science, we have learnt about lifecy-

cles and had fun creating their lifecycle 

in playdough. 

  Holiday Reading Competition 



 

 

 Happy Birthday to our May Birthday Students 

Prep Year 1 Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Duncan 
Cobbo 20th 

Xavvier 
Cameron 15th 
Braith  
Quinn 25th 

Justin Robinson 
7th 
Xavier 
Greenwood 
15th 

 Logan 
Robinson 2nd 
Draysharn 
Arnold 6th 

Alessa 
Druery 4th 
Daniel 
Rowberry 
17th 
Jilleal 
Bligh 21st  

DJ Olbes 
29th 
 

Week 4     S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K       Week 5 

Prep Ky’Arnah Willmot Prep Lucy Greenwood 

Year 1 Harrison Robinson Year 1 Beau Perrett 

Year 2 Quincy Costello Year 2  

Year 3 Ella Palmer Year 3 Kaleb Watson 

Year 4 Shontayne Cobbo Year 4 Vanda Bond 

Year 5 Saffron Sandow Year 5 Abigail Cook  Rollings 

Year 6 David Taylor Year 6 Dylan Kapernick 

Congratulations 

to all of our 

very talented 

Students! 



 

 

Sorry Day News 

Sorry Day 2017 

St. Joseph’s Murgon  

 Please join us in celebrating and remembering this significant day in Australian History 

Friday  26th May 2017 

9.30am  -  Liturgy in Bush Tucker Garden 

(Behind Nano Nagle Resource Centre) 

10.15am to 11.15am  -  Morning Tea for visitors—Staff Room 

11.15am to 1.15pm  - Rotations of Activities for students participation. 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

                                

WEEKDAY MASSES 

5.30pm Wednesdays  -  Wondai 

5.30pm Thursdays  -  Murgon                     

9.30am Fridays  - Murgon 

SUNDAY 4TH JUNE 

Wondai      8.00am 

Goomeri    10.00am 

SATURDAY 3rd JUNE 

Proston  9.00am 

Wondai  5.00pm 

Parish Mass Times  Phone Fr. Subin Thomas mcbs, Parish Administrator  Phone 41 681 406 

SATURDAY 27TH MAY 

Proston   9.00am 

Murgon  5.00pm 

 

SUNDAY 28TH MAY 

Wondai         8.00am 

Cherbourg  10.00am 

Parent Sacramental Information Night – Tuesday 13th June at 6pm in the School Staffroom.  

There will be a Sacramental Information Night for any parents and carers who would like their child/ren to go 
through the Rite of Confirmation, where they are sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit. Parents and Carers of 
those who are baptised and are in Year 3 or above, can come along to find information about the process of 
Confirmation this year, as well as the parents and carers of those who have received the Sacraments of Penance 
and Communion and who are ready for Confirmation.  


